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Aug. 18, 1997
NEW UM GRADUATE PROGRAM COMBINES DRAMA AND TECHNOLOGY
MISSOULA—
Human beings essentially are story tellers who try to make sense of their world in a narrative
fashion, says University of Montana visiting drama/dance instructor Michael Murphy, who helped
develop the graduate program in media arts, which will be a year old this fall semester.
The core of the media arts program is grounded in an intensive study of dramatics with
companion courses in media-technology. The program is interdisciplinary, drawing on professors
from different departments, but at the same time, it is its own program, Murphy says.
"This is for people who are going to look down the road and say because these are the tools
available to me as a communicator, this is what I want to learn," Murphy says.
The program, still in its formative stages, strives to meet the needs of different students,
from someone who is interested in computer- assisted design to a student w'ho wants to compose
musical scores for film.
But, Murphy says, the heart of the program is a study of the way stories are told. Students
are presented with questions like - "What is the dramatic element? What are the options?"
"We are creating a basis for ongoing exploration in the world of story," Murphy says.
The program consists of four core classes. One class examines the basic dramatic structure of
scene work and has all the students directing scenes. Another is a course on semiotics-how images
are encoded in screenplays, and yet another has students creating scripts and shooting scenes based
on them. And finally, students learn how sound and audio images function in drama.
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There is a technical aspect to each semester’s course work that has students doing everything
from digital editing to creating computer-generated images to producing multi-media recordings.
"The technology out there isn't being fully utilized," says Murphy. "If you want to start
using it, you need to think about how you can use the technology instead of the technology driving
you."
Graduates of the masters program in media arts might go on to become film and television
editors, documentary filmmakers or creators of multi-media projects, Murphy says.
Stories will always be told, he says, even if technology ceases to exist. We are "storymakers," says Murphy, and technology is a tool to expand the possibilities of communicating stories.
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